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Tom Izzo was enshrined in the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame on 
September 9, 2016, cementing his status as one of the game’s all-time greats. 

Now in his 25th year, Izzo has compiled an impressive list of accomplishments, 
including the 2000 NCAA National Championship, nine regular-season Big Ten 
Championships, six Big Ten Tournament titles, eight Final Four appearances, eight 
National Coach of the Year awards and a Big Ten-record 22 straight NCAA 
Tournament appearances. 

These accomplishments, however, are not what make Izzo one of the best in the 
game, but rather it is his insatiable desire to accomplish more. 

With a career record of 606-232, it’s easy to see that Izzo knows how to win, but he also knows how to win 
the right way. In his 24 years directing the Spartan program, 85 percent of his players who completed their 
eligibility also left with a degree. In the last 20 years, 59 Spartans have received their undergraduate 
degrees.

In 24 seasons, Izzo has returned Michigan State to national prominence, placed his name in the NCAA 
record books and become a leader among college basketball coaches.  Izzo’s 606 wins are �fth most by any 
coach in his �rst 24 seasons in the history of college basketball. In late November 2009, he passed his 
mentor Jud Heathcote (340 wins) to become MSU’s all-time winningest coach. 

In 1990, Izzo was inducted into the Northern Michigan University Hall of Fame and was selected as an 
inductee into the Upper Peninsula Hall of Fame during the summer of 1998. He was inducted into the 
National Italian-American Sports Hall of Fame in 2011, and the Michigan Sports Hall of Fame in 2015. He 
received the sport’s ultimate honor when his election into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame 
was announced on April 4, 2016. He was o�cially enshrined in Spring�eld, Massachusetts, on Sept. 9, 2016.  

Izzo is also an active volunteer in the community. Among his many e�orts, he is very active with Coaches Vs. 
Cancer, Volunteers of America and Sparrow Hospital. In 2009, Izzo was presented the Coaches Vs. Cancer 
Champion Award, recognizing his work and leadership in the �ght to save lives from cancer. 

Izzo was born Jan. 30, 1955. His family includes his wife, Lupe, daughter, Raquel, and son, Steven. 


